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Art and Alienation
hy Jenny McBride
Do you have to smoke cigarettes
to be an art student?
Against the barren urban background
The young woman on the art school steps
looks so soft and healing
and sad.
Living in a world alienated from life
Artists tell their story
in pictures to make them whole
to fill the space between us
and splint the alienation.
By the empty fountain
A pair of mallards waits for water
A seasonal sculpture, ifs not working
And though it’s only March
she’s eating for twelve
mopping morsels tossed
by artists gleeful
over his iridescent green head.
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